
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 December  22,  1993 
 
MEMORANDUM                                    GMP #41 
 
To:   Di st r i ct  Di r ect or s 
  Envi r onment al  Heal t h Manager s 
  Envi r onment al  Heal t h Super vi sor s 
  Envi r onment al  Heal t h Speci al i st s 
 
Fr om:  Al l en L.  Knapp,  Enf or cement  Chi ef  
  Di v i s i on of  Onsi t e Sewage and Wat er  Ser vi ces 
 
Thr ough:  Rober t  W.  Hi cks,  Di r ect or  
  Of f i ce of  Envi r onment al  Heal t h Ser vi ces 
 

SUBJECT:  Usi ng new or  unconvent i onal  met hods,  pr ocesses and 
equi pment  wher e convent i onal  onsi t e syst em has f ai l ed.  
Onsite - Repairs - Unconventional Methods 

 
 The Sewage Handl i ng and Di sposal  Regul at i ons ( § 2. 25. B)  
pr ovi de t hat  sewage t r eat ment  and di sposal  met hods,  pr ocesses and 
equi pment  whi ch ar e not  cover ed by t he cr i t er i a i n Par t  I V of  t he 
Regul at i ons and whi ch ar e new or  unconvent i onal  may be ut i l i zed 
wher e a convent i onal  sewage di sposal  syst em ser vi ng an occupi ed 
dwel l i ng has f ai l ed and i t  i s  not  possi bl e t o pr ovi de an 
al t er nat e sewage di sposal  syst em havi ng a di schar ge t o st at e 
wat er s.  
 
 Sect i on 2. 25. B pr ovi des t hat  t he pr ocedur es f or  obt ai ni ng a 
per mi t  must  gener al l y f ol l ow t he same pr ocedur es set  out  i n 
2. 25. A ( exper i ment al  met hods,  pr ocesses and equi pment  f or  new 
const r uct i on)  wi t h a f ew except i ons.   Thi s pol i cy i s i nt ended t o 
est abl i sh gui del i nes f or  i ssui ng per mi t s under  § 2. 25. B.  
 

1.  When r epai r i ng or  r epl aci ng a f ai l ed onsi t e sewage 
syst em,  f i r st  consi der at i on must  be gi ven t o t he use of  
met hods,  pr ocesses and equi pment  whi ch ar e cover ed i n Par t  
I V of  t he Regul at i ons,  or  t hat  c l osel y compl y wi t h Par t  I V.  
 I f  a s i t e i s l ocat ed on t he owner ' s pr oper t y t hat  meet s t he 
mi ni mum r equi r ement s of  t he Regul at i ons,  a per mi t  must be 
i ssued f or  a syst em meet i ng t he Regul at i ons at  t hat  s i t e 
( See § 2. 16. C. 2) .   

 
Consi der at i on shoul d al so be gi ven t o syst ems t hat  compl y 
wi t h t he Regul at i ons t o t he gr eat est  ext ent  
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possi bl e and whi ch under  t he condi t i ons pr esent  can be 
r easonabl y expect ed t o f unct i on saf el y.   Dependi ng on t he 
speci f i c  s i t e condi t i ons,  i t  wi l l  be necessar y t o deci de i f  
a convent i onal  syst em desi gn woul d be most  appr opr i at e,  or  
whet her  ot her  opt i ons shoul d be expl or ed ( See The Syst emat i c 
Eval uat i on and Repai r  of  Fai l i ng Dr ai nf i el ds i n t he Coast al  
Zone Ar ea of  Vi r gi ni a,  Sept ember  25,  1992) .    

 
2.  I f  a per mi t  f or  a syst em meet i ng t he Regul at i ons cannot  
be i ssued,  a di schar ge per mi t  may be i ssued.   A per mi t  may 
be i ssued f or  unconvent i onal  met hods,  pr ocesses and 
equi pment  under  § 2. 25. B only i f  i t  i s  not  possi bl e t o 
pr ovi de a syst em wi t h a di schar ge t o st at e wat er s ( or  dr y 
di t ch) .   I n some cases t he owner  may need t o appl y f or  
Gener al  Per mi t  r egi st r at i on and a const r uct i on per mi t  i n 
or der  t o det er mi ne whet her  or  not  a per mi t  may be i ssued 
under  t he Al t er nat i ve Di schar gi ng Sewage Tr eat ment  Syst em 
Regul at i ons f or  Si ngl e Fami l y Resi dences.    

 
3.  As a mi ni mum,  an appl i cat i on f or  a per mi t  under  
§ 2. 25. B shoul d i ncl ude:  

 
The i nf or mat i on nor mal l y expect ed i n a s i t e pl an ( § 3. 2) ;  
 
Det ai l ed pl ans ( f or mal  pl ans may be r equi r ed) ;  and  
I f  a pr opr i et ar y syst em i s pr oposed:  
 

Test i ng or  per f or mance dat a i f  avai l abl e f r om t he 
manuf act ur er ;   

 
Desi gn cr i t er i a i f  avai l abl e f r om t he manuf act ur er  or  
di st r i but or .  

 
4.  When consi der i ng t he i ssuance of  a per mi t  under  
§ 2. 25. B t he f ol l owi ng r equi r ement s of  § 2. 25. A do not 
appl y:  

 
A backup syst em i n case of  f ai l ur e;  
 
The l i mi t  on t he number  of  syst ems t hat  may be i nst al l ed per  

physi ogr aphi c pr ovi nce;  and 
 
A t est i ng and anal ysi s pr ogr am.  
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5.  The owner  must  be made awar e t hat  i f  t he di sposal  
syst em f ai l s t o wor k sat i sf act or i l y  on a year - r ound 
basi s ( convent i onal  or  unconvent i onal  desi gns) ,  f ur t her  
cor r ect i on t o t he syst em may be r equi r ed.   A st at ement  on 
t he const r uct i on per mi t  shoul d be suf f i c i ent  i n most  cases.  

 
6.  A convent i onal  oper at i on per mi t  wi l l  be i ssued,  not  an 
exper i ment al  oper at i on per mi t .  

 
7.  The Di vi s i on of  Onsi t e Sewage and Wat er  Ser vi ces shoul d 
be not i f i ed,  al t hough r evi ew and appr oval  t hr ough t he 
Di vi s i on i s not  r equi r ed.  

 
 Of t en a manuf act ur er  or  di st r i but or  seeks t o demonst r at e new 
t echnol ogi es or  pr oduct s ( wi t h t he goal  of  st at ewi de appr oval  f or  
new const r uct i on)  by i nst al l i ng t hem t o r epai r  or  r epl ace f ai l i ng 
onsi t e syst ems.   I n t hese si t uat i ons,  t he per son seeki ng appr oval  
must  f ol l ow t he r equi r ement s set  out  i n § 2. 25. A. 1 r egar di ng 
t est i ng and anal ysi s.   At  t i mes i t  may become necessar y t o 
separ at e t he i ssuance of  a per mi t  f or  " r epai r "  f r om t he 
" exper i ment al "  pr ocess necessar y t o obt ai n appr oval  f or  st at ewi de 
use.   The i ssuance of  t he r epai r  per mi t  shoul d not  be del ayed 
because of  t he r evi ew of  t he exper i ment al  por t i on of  a submi t t al .  
 I n t hese cases,  t her e i s st i l l  no r equi r ement  f or  a backup 
syst em and t her e i s no l i mi t  on t he number  of  syst ems t hat  may be 
i nst al l ed.   When st at ewi de appr oval  of  a pr oduct  or  t echnol ogy i s 
sought ,  pl ans and speci f i cat i ons al ong wi t h t he exper i ment al  
pr oposal  must  be sent  t o t he Di v i s i on of  Onsi t e Sewage and Wat er  
Ser vi ces f or  r evi ew.  
 
 No expansi on i n bui l di ng use or  s i ze shoul d be consi der ed 
under  any r epai r  unl ess t he syst em bei ng i nst al l ed f ul l y  compl i es 
wi t h t he Regul at i ons or  unl ess t he Commi ssi oner  has gr ant ed a 
var i ance f r om t he Regul at i ons f or  t hat  speci f i c  pur pose.   When 
r epai r i ng a f ai l ed onsi t e sewage syst em,  pr ot ect i on of  publ i c 
heal t h must  be t he over r i di ng concer n.    
 
 
pc:  Of f i ce of  Envi r onment al  Heal t h Ser vi ces 
 Cal  M.  Sawyer ,  Ph. D. ,  OWP/ DWE 


